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Member of Parliament. 


l . 
London, May 28. 1714. 
HOUGH H have had the Miſ- 
fortune to appear an unworthy 
Member of your Houſe, and 
am expelled, accordingly, from 
my Seat in Parliament, I am not by that 
Vote ( which was more important to the 
People of England than I ſhall at this 
Time explain) deprived of the common 
Benefits of Life, Liberty, or any other 
Enjoyment of a rational Being. And I do 
not think I can better beftow my Time, 


or employ theſe Advantages, than in doing 


all in my Power to preſerve them to others 


as well as my ſelf, and in aſſerting the 


A 2 Right 
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as Britons. = | 
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and Fourteenth Years of His late Majeſty ' 
. © King Charles the Second, intituled, A» 
Alt for the Uniformity of Publick Prayers, 
6 44 the Adminiſtration of the, Sacrament, 8 
Aud other Rites and Ceremonies; and for : 


ing, and Conſecrating Biſhops, Prieſts N 
aud Deacons in the Church of England; 
it is among other Things ebacted, that 


r 281 
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very School-Maſter keeping any Publick Wi 
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Right of my Fellow Subjects apainſt an 
thing which I apprehend to be an Er * 


croachment upon what they ought to en- 


as: Men, and what they are legally 
paſſeſſed of as Engliſbmen, or, if you will, Þ. 
This, Sir, is all the Apology I ſhall | 
make to you for addreſſing to you in this 
publick Manner my Thoughts concerning 
the Bill, now making its Way with all 
convenient Expedition through your | 
Houſe and the whole Legiſlature. IT ſhall 
examine this Matter as well as Haſte will! 
allow me, and therefore muſt recite as | 
diſtinctly as T can what you gave me in 


. Diſcourſe as the Subſtance of this intended 
Law, to wit, 23 5 


HAT whereas by an Act of ſh. 
Parliament, in the Thirteenth M- 
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* Eftablifhiag the Form of Making, Ordain- 
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any or Private School, and every Perſon 
Inſtructing and Teaching any Youth or 


En- 
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en- Private Family, as a Tutor or School- 


Hy 


Maſter, ſhould ſubſcribe before his or 


ill, their Reſpective Biſhop, or Archbiſhop, 


1all | 


In 


or Ordinary of the Dioceſs, a Declaration 
or Acknowledgement, in which among 
Z * other Things is contained as follows,-— 


g. I A. B. do declare, that I will con- 


form to the Liturgy of the Church of 


England, as it is nom by Law Eſtabliſh'd —- 
* And if any School- Maſter or other Perſon 


inſtructing or teaching Youth in any 
Private School or Family as a Tutor or 
= * School- Mater, before Licenſe obtained 
fu the Reſpective Archbiſhop or Ordinary 
ef the Dioceſs, according to the Laws and 


* Statutes of this Realm, for which be 


| © (bould pay 12 d. only, and before Subſcrip- 
tion and Acknowledgement made as afore- 
aid; then every ſuch School. Maſter or 
ns other inſtructing or teaching as aforeſaid, 
5 ſbould for the firſt Offence ſuffer 1 bree 


= Months Impriſoument without Bail, and 


* for every ſecond, and other ſuch Offence, 


5 * (pould ſuffer Three Moi his Impriſonmeut 
.. hout Bail or Mainprize, and alſo for- 
Fides bis lla the Sam of 5 

And whereas notwithſtanding the 
* ſaid Act, Sundry Papiſts and other 


© Perſons 
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| * aforeſaid, 


Town of Berwick upon Tweed, before 


l ſeribed the Declaration or Acknowledg - 


oy 6 J 
* Perſons diſſenting from the Church of | 
* England, have taken upon them to In- 
- ſtrut and Teach Youth as Tutors and | 
* School- Maſters, and have ſet up Schools | 
* and Seminaries for the Education off 


Y * ſeveral Perſons, in Reading, Scholaftick, | 


* Academical or other Literature. , | 
* Whereby, if due and ſpeedy Remedy . 
; be not had, great Danger might enſue | . 

*to this Church and State. For the . 

making the ſaid recited Act more 

* effeQtual, and for preventiig: the Danger 


Be it enacted by the Queen? 8 molt | . 
* Excellent, &c. That every Perſon or . 


© Perſons who ſhall from and after the . 


y Day of | next 
© enſuing, keep any Publick or Private 
School or Seminary, or Teach er Inſtruct a 
„ any. Vouth as Tutor or School-Maſter, | 
© or School-Miſtreſs, in Reading, Scho-. 
laſtick, Academical, or other Literature, 1 
, within that Part of Great Britain called | 


* England, the Dominion of Wales, or- 
* {ach Perſon or Perſons ſhall have Sub- 3 


ment before recited, and ſhall have had 3 | 

© and obrain'd 2 Licenſe from the Re- g 
g ö Archbiſhop or Biſhop, or Ordi- 
*nary| j P 
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[7 "F- 
TH i nary of the Place, under his Seal of 
arid q* Office, for which the Party ſhall Pay 


v off 


ol i Perſon or Perſons ſhall be thereof con- 
ick. victed by the Oath of or more 
—credible Witneſs or Witneſſes, before 
edy | Fany or more Juſtice or Juſtices 
ſue r of the Peace within any County, Riding, 
the 4 © Ciry, or Town Corporate, where ſuck 
ort EF Offence ſhall be committed in that Part 
ger | Lol Great Britain called England; which 


F impowered and required to Adminiſter, 


or and ſhall, and may. Provided 
the always, and be it hereby enacted, That 


no Licence ſhall be granted by any 


ae þ „ Archbiſhop, Biſhop, or Ordinary, unleſs 
2 the Perſon or Perſons who ſue for the 
ker „ fame, ſhall produce a Certificate of his, 
Mo. k her, or their having received the Sabra- 
ure. ment according to the Uſage of the 
le 4 Church of England, in ſome Pariſh- 


"I Church within the Space of 

es next before Grant of ſuch 

99 Licenſe under the Hand of 
nor until ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſhatl 


1 have taken and ſubſcribed | e Oaths of 


Þ fore the ſaid Archbiſhop pip, or 
Ordinary; 


and no more ; A647 in Caſe ſuch 


E Oath ſuch Juſtice or Juſtices are hereby 


— — — — — 


* 
. — 
— * 
„ * s 3 — mag oe — 
, " 


— " " 
a bon + 7, 


Vande. 2 2 
Hor 2 . 9 2 

* F. 4 
1 N y 


22 — "4 
2 e rr E427; * - 
> 95 — * * * — tn: SG ES - n — 
* — 2 
. * 


A er RT 
* 
- 


Ka 4 7 Ps _ r 888 * 5 * 2 onda Ld . 
6 ws. F 

{ 

9 4 


in expreſs Words, according to the 


5 [8 RO 
Ordinary; which ſaid Oaths the ſaid. 
* Archbiſhop, Biſhop, or Ordinary, are 
hereby impowered and required to 
* Admigiſter. And be it further enacted 
by the Authority aforeſaid, That any, 
© Perſon who ſhall have obtain*d a Licence 
© and ſubſcribed: the Declaration, and 
taken and ſubſcribed: the. Oaths above 
appointed, and ſhould at any, Time after, 
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F a * 
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© Exerciſe of Religion, altho? the Liturgy 
© be there uſed, where Her -Majelityi 
„(hom God long Preſerve ) and thei 
Princeſs Sophia, or ſuch others as ſhall from 
time to time be lawtully appointed to be 
pray d for, ſhall not there be pray'd for 


_ Liturgy) 


8 
F ö 
—_ I 
* Ds. 


; nay of the Church of England, - 
= „ | 


Provided always, That any Perſon 
& © who ſhall find him or themſelves aggrie- 
d ved by any ſuch Judgment of the ſaid 
| © Juſtice or Juſtices, may appeal to the 
„general Meeting of the Juſtices of the 
ir, Peace of the next Quarter Seſſions, to be 
bheld ior the County, Riding, City, or 
aL © Town Corporate, where the Offence 
7 © ſhall have been committed; who are 
| © hereby impowered there and then finally 
to hear and determine the ſame, and 
nano Certiorari ſhall be allowed to remove 
any Conviction, or other Proceeding 
for or concerning any Matter or Thing 
in this At contained, but the Juſtice of 
Peace ſhall proceed thereupon, any ſuch 
8 © Writ or Writs of Certiorari notwith- 
© * ſtanding. And be it further EnaQted by 
the Authority aforeſaid, That if an 
2X © Perſon licenſed as aforeſaid ſhall teach 
any other Catechiſm than the Catechiſm 
leer forth in the Liturgy of the Church. 
4 of England, or an Expoſition thereof 
allowed, or hereafter to be allowed by 
the Biſhop of the Dioceſs, the Licence 
the of ſuch Perſon ſhall from thenceforth 
be and ſuch Perſon ſhall be 
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. © Perſons whatſoever keeping Schools or 
5 Seminaries, or teaching without Licence 


_*fGGaſtical Cenſure, this Act or any other 
Law to the, contrary notwithſtanding, 
Provided always, That no Perſon of. i 
* fending againſt this AQ ſhall be puniſhed * 
twice for the ſame Offence. 5 


firſt talked of, any Definition or De- * 


in a Religious or a Political Senſe: But 
as the Bill is propoſed in a Parliamenr, 


ir only in a Civil Conſideration, and un- 
derſtand that the Schiſmaticks marked 
out in this Bill, are ſuch as do not confort Wo 


an erroneous Way with Regard to Faith 
00 Piety. 


1 9 
* liable t to And be it 
Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid; 
iT hat it ſhall and may be lawful to and op 
for the Biſhop of the Dioceſs, or other 
proper Ordinary, to cite any Perſon or 


* as aforeſaid, and proceed againſt and 
* puniſh fach Perſon or Perſons by Eccle- 


There has not, ever ſince ie Bill was 
ſcription been made of what this ſame % 


Schiſm is ; nor has it been thought fitto | | 
explain whether the Word is to be taken 


be 
and not a Convocation, we muſt e 


to the Church as it is eſtabliſhed by Law, ©: 


and not as they are Perſons who live in F 
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The firſt Thing that occurs to me on 
nd this Occaſion, is, That by the Act of 
\er Union, the Churches of Exgland and 
Scotland are equally exempted from any 
Manovation. The Schiſm ſeems to be too 
BGeographical, for as the whole united 
Kingdom is equally under the Care of the 
Parliament, it ſeems a great Omiſſion, 
that Diſſenters in the North Part of Bri- 
ain ſhould not be as much diſcouraged 
Fas they are in the South: According to 
4 Juſtice, Epiſcopal Clergy ſhould be under 


Fa $27” 


it 
id, | 


the ſame Diſadvantages in Scotland, as 


1 
7 


Diſſenting Teachers are in Exgland. But 


Thr 


Wet us, according to the Bill, keep to 
Schiſm on this Side the Tweed. N 
By this Bill, without Regard to any 
thing done in favour of the Diſſenters in 
the Reign of K. William, ( who by the 
Way was as much King of England as 
„ N. Charles) this Act of King Charles the 
105 Second, of Pious Memory, is profeſſedly 
194. upported, and certain Breaches againſt it 
rged as a Reaſon for bringing in this. 
mm Ja the firſt Year of King William and 
Queen Mary, of ever bleſſed and glorious 


My 


5 920 15 4 1 


Nemory, an Act paſſed to exempt the 


rh roteſtant Subjects diſſenting from certain 


9 


Laws; among which certain Laws, is 
1 B 2 recited 


[& - A 
SR, 


| ? 
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8 
* 


recited this of the 13th and 14th of King 
Charles the Second. nM OY 
This Act theretore, in a ſtealing and 


too artful a Manner, takes away the Tole- 
ration of Diſſenters ; for the Force of it is | 
directed ro take Place in Confirmation of i 


a Law which they are expreſly defended 
againſt by the ſaid Act of Toleration. Ts 


this done like Neighbour to Neighbour ? i 
Like Engliſhman to Engliſhman? Give me 


leave to tell you, Sir, tho? you Senators 


may do what you pleaſe to one another, 
may do what you pleaſe with the Perſons # 
of your own Members, we without Doors 
know you to be only our Attorneys, and 
that you are not ſent thither to impoſe 
your Angers, Paſſions, or Prejudices, 
upon particular Perſons or Parties, but to 
Propoſe calmly and impartially, according 
to the Rules of natural and civil Right, 
Matters which may be for the Benefit of 
the whole Kingdom. Now, Sir, I fay, | 
if the Purpoſe of this Bill be to deprive the 
Diſſenters of the Liberty of receiving In- 
ſtructors into their Families, or publick | 
School-maſters or . School-miſtrefſes but 
under the above-mentioned Reſtrictions, 
this Bill is to deprive them of all Right, "MN 


both Natural, Religious, and Civil. 
7 , "i 


a 


Goat” 44d Ä 


3 undoubted 


C 13 } 
It is inconſiſtent with the Natural and 


Original Right of Mankind for jt is an 
7 ruth, That Men have as 
much Right to the Means of Knowledge 


as to the Means of Life : To abridge Men 
( where there is no Guilt ) of a Natural 


& Right, by a ſmall Penalty, is as unjuſt, 
& tho? not as cruel, as to abridge them of 


2 B& ſuch Right by a greater Penalty. And you 
e may, with equal Juſtice, take away the 
Lives of the Diſſenters, as puniſh the Diſ- 

ſenters in their Liberty or their Eſtates 


for inſtructing Children their own Way, 


This is a Step of the higheſt Degree of 
Violation, and there can be no Progreſs 


further but cutting their Throats; it is 


going much faſter than our neighbour Na- 


7 
8 es. 1 
. 1 
* 
j 


tion went in the like Deſign. By the Edict 
of Nantes in France, the Hugonots had 
Liberty of Conſcience and Toleration ; 


by that Edi& they had Univerſities of 


„ their own, namely, Sedan and Saumur. 
FTheſe ſubſiſted till a little while before 
the Revocation of the Edict. Private 


Schools ſubſiſted to the laſt, Froteſtants 
might breed their Children with Papiſts 
Ss, if they would, but Papiſts were dile | 

W raged if they ſent their Children to Pro- 


COu- 


1 teſtants; but ſtill Proteſtants might edu- 


cate their Children their own Way; ſo if 


you 


— 


Ee A CO TS 

aa Ly of N n 
$a — Le Woes et AAS 4 po" 4 . 
N 1 Ine IX 


. Ls Cee” IR . * 1 * "_ 3 
PPP 
2 ** 3 ao © : 


1 
$8) 
, 
kW % 
=. : 
1% * 
5 
* 2 
. * 
1 
. 
4 ”5 


- i 
: * 
*; 4 
7 4% 
N 
0 | 
% 6 
5 
709 5 
g | 5 
E. 
4 


C14 


Pos pleaſe it may be here. It is enough 
for our Church to let Diſſenters educate 


no Children but their own, and if they 


will ſend their Children to us for Educa- ; 


tion, they may be welcome; further to 
go is againſt all natural Juſtice. | 


s to Religious Right, our bleſſed Sa- 


viour and His Apoſtles neither uſed or 
directed any other Means againſt Gain- 
ſayers than Evidence; and we are often 


told from the Pulpit by our beſt Divines, 


That in the firſt Centuries, all Apologies 
for the Chriſtian Religion conſtantly in- 


ſiſted on this as a Fundamental Truth, 
That it was unlaw ful to reſtrain Men from 
the Means of Inſtruction in the different 


Forms of Religion. It is againſt the In- 
tereſt of the Church of England, as it is a 


Proteſtant Church in general; for it is the 


Characteriſtick of Proteſtant Churches to 


admit with all Candour the Liberty of 


ſtudying the Scriptures, and conſequently 
of teaching and being taught them. The 
Scriptures (by being open to Men who 
are not allowed to Commune with others 
upon them, and learn from whom they 
pleaſe with all Freedom) may ſerve only 
to aggravate their Guilt in conforming 
to what they in their Conſciences may 
think Criminal. The Deſign of the To- 

| leration- 
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15 J 
leration-Act was to give Eaſe to ſcrupu- 
lous Conſciences; that ſuppoſes there are 
Men who think they cannot in Conſcience 
Communicate with us, and this Diſability 
(of which the Diſſenter himſelf is the only 
Juage) is a ſufficient Ground for Indul- 
W gence to him. | 
ilk a Man cannot in Conſcience himſelf 
r Communicate, he will think himſelf oblig - 
ed to alarm his Son againſt our Errours. 
i What a Man thinks the beſt Way to 
„Heaven, it would be monſtrous not to 
> WE ſhew his Child; and if he is debarred from 
that, he is perſecuted in a Circumſtance 
„more grievaus to him, than if he were to 
ſuffer in Reputation, Fortune, Limb, or 
t Life. The Queſtion is not whether he is 
& miſtaken; he labours under that Miſtake, 
and for his Sins in that (if he does not 
# diſturb the Publick Peace) he is account- 
able to GOD. But ſtill it is his Belief, 
Ihe Government, as I ſaid, if it thinks 
fit, may hinder him from propagating his 
Opinion among thoſe who conform to the 
Church; but it cannot with Reaſon and 
Juſtice, and therefore cannot at all, hin- 
der him from ſerving GOD his own Way, 
and educating his Children in the ſame. 
The Mabometans are as much perſuad- 
ed of the Truth of what they Profeſs, as 
3 1 


r 


4 5 
| 


men, they are poſſeſſed of a Law in their 

' Favour, which indulges them in the Ex- I 
erciſe of their Religion; and where there 
is a Right to a Benefit, there are ſuppoſed i 


— ; 
* 


of attaining that Right; Theſe Means are 5 
| intercepred, 

joying this Right is prohibited The Yi 1 
and fair Method of doing what is intend 
ed by this Act, had been to have numbrediM 
the Piſſenters, and to have made a Law, 
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after the Deceaſe of the Perſons mentioned 5 
in a following Liſt, and fo to have named 


1 161 


Men can be; and yet, generally freaking, = 
they ſuffer the Greeks, and Armenians, to 

-breed their Children their own Way. 3h 
What Allowance GOD will give Errone- 
dus Conſciences, it is not our Buſineſs to en- 
quire; but as an Errbneous may be a Sin- 
cere Conſcience, we ſhould be Barbarous 
in pretending to Oppreſs or put Hardſhips 

upon it: The Welfare of their Children 
is as dear to the Diſſenters, as their own; i 
and if Men would make it their own Caſe, 
it would not require a Moment I it 
to determine, in Favdur of this unhappy, 
threatned People. | 


No as to Civil Right. As Ell. 1 


to go along with it, the neceſſary Means 14 


when Education towards en- 


That none ſhould diſſent from the Church, F 


all 4 


FR wy 
all the preſent Schiſmaticks; forbidding 
ſingle Perſons among them to Marry, till 
to Tribe ; . 3 
zv. they had Conformed. This had been 
ne. po more Offenſive at firſt View, 
en- but it had not been ſo Inſurious as this 
n. Bill will appear, upon Reflection; For it 
dus! is as much leſs Evil, to prevent the En- 
nps = creaſe of Mankind, than to debar them of 
their Natural, Religious, and Civil Rights, 
after they are come into the World. 


ng, | 
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But let us conſider this Matter more 
cloſely, and examine this Bill, Firſt, As 
it may affect the Tranquility of the Na- 
tion in General: And Secondly, As it will 
iſh affect the Proſperity of the Church of 
„England, for the Safety and Benefit of 
Fx. Which it is pretended to be calculated. 


al 4s to the Publick Peace, it will natu- 
ray bring that into the utmoſt DiſtraQtion 


ans 3 | ps 
are by alienating the Affections of Families, 
e 8 Neighbourhoods, and Corporations from 
* Ui 3 TA ; | N . 

ain each other, by Ten thouſand little Inci- 


W dents, which cannot be provided againſt, 
or deſcribed : Converſation throughout 
the Kingdom will turn upon this Subject; 


20 F3 b 


<> | and this People, the Diſſenters, as well as 

tboſe who have any Compaſſion for them, 
will be marked out, to be the Scorn and 
«1 0 Deriſion 
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Deriſion of thoſe who are averſe to them; 
and they, on the other Side, will be filled 
with Rage and Indignation againſt ſuch 
their Adverſaries. 


Men who are old enough to remember 
the Manner of Executing the Laws for- 
merly Enacted againſt the Diſſenters, will 
inform you, That Conſtables attended by 
Guards, and Commiſhon-Officers at the 
Head of Files of armed Men, uſed to viſit 
Meetings, and conduct the poor Wretches 
to Goals, for calling upon and worſhipping 
GOD their own Way. Let any one read 
the Tryal of Pez and Mead, and he will 
ſee the Spirit of thoſe Days: The whole 
Nation was made up. of Criminals and 
Accuſers, and both believed they were 
doing Service to GOD. But as this Bill 
is in it felt to the laſt Degree Cruel, even 
ſuch as it is, it is not preſerved fo well a- 
gainſt a Licentious Execution of it, as the 


Law directs in leſs Caſes. 


However well difpoſed Miniſters and 
Officers may be, it is for the Good of Man- 
kind, to put as many Checks againſt an. 
Arbitrary Exerciſe of Power as poſſible; 
1 But this Bill puts the whole Body of Diſ-- 
_ ſenters under ſuch Perſons, as may be 
3 ED. * pick'd « * 


© EE _ ö 
pick'd out, by one Officer of State, to S J 
Exerciſe it in the moſt Summary and Paſ- 
ſionate Manner. 


According to this Bill, if, in any fu- 
ture Reign, a Chancellor ſhould be an 
Enemy to that diſtreſſed People, he 
may bring a Perſecution upon them, 

by naming proper Sets of ſuſtices of the 
Peace, and himſelf ſit well excuſed from 
their Irregularities; for tho' he might 
know it in their Tempers to be violent, he 

is not Accountable for their Practice, nor 
are they themſelves in Terrour of Ap= i 
peals, for Arbitrary Conduct. There are 
Squires enough in this Kingdom, ready 

to diſtreſs Presbyterians with the utmoſt 
Rigour, tho? they know no more why 
they are angry with a Presbyterian, than 

a Turkey-Cock why it raiſes its Creſt at 

a Man whiſtling at him. They are bred 

in a Prejudice againſt rhem, and will fall 
upon them with as little Conſideration, as 
Beaſts of Prey do on thoſe Animals, 
which Iaſt inct prompts them to Seize. 


Such Judges as theſe this Bill would 
give a Court Power to appoint, for pro- 
nouncing the laſt Deciſion in Caſes of the 
higheſt * tho the Law gives 

2 an 


— — A 
r bt 1 4 \ * y 


. TT WJ * 
w. 8 V _—_—_— - 


b 
: W n 


S ⁰ A RE "on 7 


— — —__—_— l \ 
50 * 2 9 — 6 423 A 
_ "= 
7 


— - 
2 Bd * 


14 
24 


: an Appeal from them in the loweſt Dif- 


[20] 


putes of Property 


Now let us conſider how this Bill will 
affect the Church of England. It will 


bring upon it great and unanſwerable 
Scandal. It will give Arguments to her 


Enemies, That ſhe is Conſcious of her In- 
ability to defend her felt by Rea ſon and 


Truth, when ſhe flies to the Secular 


Power to take off her Diſſenters. It will 


carry in it all the Guilt which we object 
againſt the Roman Catholicks, in found- 
ing her Power in the blind Obedience of 


the People, and not in the Conviction of 


their Minds. 


When we have done' this, and uſed 
Force in our gaining Proſelytes, why 
ſhould not the Church of Rome, which 
has more Force, employ it all in reducing 
us, who are, they ſay, Schiſmaticks from 
them? Can any Thing be juſter than to 
make us ſuffer, what we in the ſame Caſe 
impoſe on others? Add to this, We ſhall 


\ proſecute them for omitting what our 


Church cannot pronounce Neceſſary to 


Salvation; the Roman Catholicks would 


aſſault us for what they think Damnable, 
and what they think they are obliged, in 
Canſcience, to avenge and extirpate. 


The 


E 7 
'M i 5 0 
The Diſſenters have a Law made in 
their Favour, ſince which there has been 


alſo Care taken, by another Law, to pre- | 
vent their Capacity from any Share of ; 
power to give us Diſturbance. What 
have they done, to make it needful to take 
further Securities againſt them? If they 
have done nothing, it is the utmoſt Bar- 
barity to take any Right from Men, who 
have committed no Offence: Have our 
own Clergy remonſtrated, that this is 
Neceſſary for their Intereſt or Safety? Do ; 
they ſay they are too bulie in debauching 
their Flocks? Do our Univerſities ſay, 
Their Academies breed Men too hard for 


them in Diſpute? Do not Diſſenters pay 
Dues and Tithes like the reſt of their Con- 
gregations, tho? they maintain alſo Paſtors 
Jin their own Way? Can we not believe 
them to act Conſctentiouſly, when they 
are contented to have no Part in the Ho- 
nours and Profits from the Service of their 
Country, and put themſelves alſo to dou- 
ple Expence to enjoy their Religion? 


W This is a moſt extraordinary Point, at 
his Time of Day; When other Nations 
are plagued with Inquiſitions and Eccleſi- 
aſtical Tyranny, ſhall we from the Ex- 
Emple of their Miſery ſet up, or make a 
1 Step 


3 


Step towards ſuch Tyrannies ? Shall v we at | 
this Time offer to make a Complement 
to the moſt Pure, Learned, and eam 4 
lick Church in the World, of unjuſt Means 
to ſubdue their Opponents ? ? Will you not 
at leaſt have the Senſe of the Convocati. f 
on, now Sitting, before you take Mea- F 
ſures to the Impeachment of their Repu- 
tation as Caſuiſts ? 35 


__ 


But to uſe Force is not the Way to ſub- 
due them; it is againſt Nature and com. 
mon Senſe to think they are to be gained 
by ſuch- Methods. Good-will opens the 
Way to Mens Hearts, and the Tolerati- 
on has thinned presbyterian Aſſemblies, 
more than any rigid Means couldever have þ, 
done. No Man is perſwaded by him who T 
hates him, but all are eaſily prevailed up- 


on by thoſe who love em. The Diflent-M K. 
ers are quite another kind of 5 thank P. 
they were before the Toleration. By tu ſe 
Indulgence to them, it is a known Obſerl E cit 
vation, That they are brought into tłà ab; 
Methods of Lite in common with the bei of 
and moſt polite People, and Crowds of thi on; 
Generations which have grown up undeW Re 


the Toleration have conformed to hf 
Church, from the Humanity of that Lauf 


Ther athers ofFamiltes have, perhaps, bee ? 


ae et * 
f 
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| ſome Pain in retra&ing their Errors, and 
at in going into new Communities and Con- 
nt verſations : but we ſee thouſands connive 


to- BY at the Conformity of their Children, the 


ins Parents have been ſecretly pleaſed at their 
ot a? © Sliding into that Oeconomy, for which 
iti- 1 the — of the Imputation of Self. intereſt, 
ea- Nor Apoſtacy prevented them in their own 


pu- BY {Perſons to declare. 


Andi yet all of a ſudden, without any 
ub Manner of Provocation, a Million of Her 
m. 90 | Majeſty's Subjects are to have the Law, by 
ned which they enjoy the deareſt Bleſſings of 
the Life, taken from them. An Act 1 will 


ati certainly gain to us all that are not worth 


lies having, and make thoſe who are animated 
aveſ by Virtue and Piety more averſe to us. 
rho | T1 hey will have a juſter Exception againſt 


up · vs from this very Act than they had before. 
ent. Kind Treatment every Day brought new 
hau Proſelytes amongſt us, and they were in- 
thy ſenſibly wrought into our Sentiments; but 


fer either as Men, or as Chriſtians, they muſk 


tk abhor the Thought of adhering to us out 
bell of Fear. This Motive is in it {elf a faulty 
f tha one, for reſigning not only any Tenet of 


ade 
Wo 
aſl 
our 3 
ſom 


ſive Obedience i is ſaid to be a Doctrine of 
the Church of England, but! it is a terrible 


Arti- 


| Reli gion, but of common Obligation. Paſ. 


. — 
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Article to be made the firſt in the Cate 
chiſm, as it would be to thoſe who: are to 
come in upon Compulſion. 2 


When we conſider the putting this Lauf 
in Execution, there cannot be a more pleaſ· 1 
ant Image preſented to the Imagination, 1 
than a poor Schiſmatick School miſtreſs 
brought before a zealous angry Squire for | . 
tranſgreſſing this Act, and teaching one 
Presbyterian, yet little more than an Ani: | v 
mal, in what the Letter D differed rom 
the Letter B; maliciouſly inſinuating to 
another Schiſmatick aged five Years old, 
without Licence from the Ordinary, that | 
O is round; and not contenting her ſelf | 
with meerly ſnowing to the ſaid Schiſma- 
ticks the Letters of a certain Book covered 
with Horn; but inſtructing the ſaid Here- 
ticks to put them together, and make 
Words of them, as appears by the Affida- 
vit of one who heard one Ignorant Schiſ- 
matick ſay, o /, of, another o 5, ob, —— 
Prodigious! that a Church adorned with 
ſo many Excellent and Learned Members, 
ſupplied by two famous Univerſities, both 
be with ample Revenues, Immuni- 
ties, and Juriſdictions, ſhould be affronted 

with the Offer of being reinforced with 

Penal Laws againſt the — [* 
\ o- 


F 
* 


Date. Women and Children! You might with 
re to the ſame Propriety provide againſt Schiſ- 


* 


matick Nurſes. 


Law This Act ſeems ſuch a Violation of Na- 
leaſ+ W tural Juſtice, that it may be made a Queſ- 
on, tion whether it ought to oblige, after it is 
rels enacted. I am ſure it is ſuch, that if the 
© Diffenters are to conſider whether they 
will obey it, or fly into another Nation, 
they muſt chuſe the latter; and Lands un- 
om tenanted, or Tenants diſabled by the Loſs 
to of half a Million of People, will be ſenſibly 
1d, ½ felt by the Incumbents on ſmall Livings. 
nat W Now I have mentioned ſmall Livings, 
elf Why does no Body repreſent, That in 
a- Wales, and ſome Parts of England, Men 
ed in Holy Orders are forced to ſubfiſt with 
an Income below that of Day-Labourers? 
e Why do not you, while you are courting 
2- | the Clergy, help this particular? If you 
go on in ſuch Deſigns as theſe, will it not 
— |} Suftce? No: this would be nothing but 
h Charity and Piety, and would carry no 
5, Point for thoſe of the Clergy who affect 
Power and Grandeur, and lend the Word 


(purch to promote Secular Ends, to the 


- 
1 . Diſparagement of God's Holy Word of 
e Which they are unworthy Diſpenſers, 
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It 18; poſſible Biſhops that are given to 
. and Miniſters who are in ear- 
neſt in their ſacred Calling, would be e 
nough obliged by ſuch Acts in Favour of re 


their Indigent Brethren ; but what would g 
that do towards pulling down what they te 
call the Faction e _ Godly Clergymen can Bud 
do that Service which is neceſſary; Self. 7. 
denial, Meekneſs and Charity are too ſlow 8 
Inſtruments for Men of 9 and 

_ Buſineſs. 


But it is to be hoped the Fallacy of 1 
- uſing the Pretence of the Church in Caſes | 18 
: which are ſo far from promoting Religion, 1 1 
tliat they ſcandalize and diſparage it, will Þ V 
be taoroughly underſtood, before ſuch a Þ 
deſtructive Bill, as this, can go through | 
any Part of the Le gillature; tho? if” ith © 
ſhou d, it is ſtill to be an Her Majeſty | ( 
will confirm to Her ſelf the Love and A- 
fection of all who have a true Senſe of Re- * ' 
ligion, by reje&ing a Bill ſo terrible to- 
ſcrupulous Conſciences, and which can be 


ſerviceable to nue but ſuch as have no 
1 | Senſe of Conſcieuce at all, ſuch as have | 
1 Io entirely forgotten what it is, that they 45 | 
14 have no Notion of the Compunctions it 
1 may give others, MW] 
i} = 
No Man can exert himſelf on a ae 1 
=. I 4 


L 27 1 : 
| thy, or more important Occafion, than in 
® Oppoſition to this Bill; and if it is at laſt 
rejected by Her Majeſty, She will do as 
great a Service to true Piety, and the In- 

tereſt of the Church, as Queen Eſther did, 
| when ſhe averted the Extirpation of the 
Jews. 8 I-20 4 


= He that will in the leaſt reflect, can 
| have no Room to believe, that the Intereſt - 
of Religion can be advanced by this Bill. 
of | Therefore as it cannot truly concern the 
ſes Church to have it take Place, let us fee a 
on, little how the paſſing of it into a Law 
11] © would be Uſeful to the State. 


The great Points to be conſidered at 
it & this juncture in debating on any publick 
ty Circumſtance, is how the. Matter before 
\f us will regard the Houſe of Hanover, or 
de- the Pretender. "LO LNIOE 


be It has been already obſerved, that this 
no Proceeding againſt our Proteſtant Brethren 
ve May be x fatal Example to the Roman 
ey Eatholick World, to join its whole Force 
it to ſuppreſs Us, "I 


Ive look upon the Places diſtant from 
7 che Court: We have undoubted Intelli- 
4 gence 
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gence; that there are Men carried away 


of the Clans in Scotland ſeem to expect 


Wien kun pat ience his Arrival in that Part of 
the Kingdom, in Hopes of Ravaging the 


Eſtates of Gentlemen, remarkable for their 


Zeal to the Houſe of Hanover. If you 
pleaſe to donſult the Members for that Part 
of Britain, they will not diſſemble their 
Fears on this Occaſion. This Pretender 
himſelf is ſtillat Bar- le- Duc, notwithſtand- 
ing the repeated Inſtances to remove him f * 


and the King of France, his antient Frien 
and Patron, is fo little careful- to manage 


it decently towards Us, that he does not 


only ſuffer him to ſtay at Bar- le-Dac, but 
in further Contempt of us, the Great Mo- 
narch is building an Harbour at Maradyke, 


to ſerve in the ſame. ſtead, that Dunkirk 


did heretofore. 


Now when there: are theſe melancholly W 
Proſpeas before our Eyes; when noone f 


the Family of Hanover, tho? long expected, 


is yet arrived in this Kingdom; and when | 


many Weak People are under ſtrange 
Apprehenſions, becauſe the Proclamation 


tor bringing the Pretender to Juſtice, in 


caſe he ſhould Land Here is put off; I 


every Day out of Ireland for the Service of 
the Chevalier at Bar. le- Duc: That ſeveral 
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en Advantage, and ordinary People, who 


of theſe things together, it creates in them 


29 1 


which Jacobites make Reflections totheir 


cannot judge of Reaſons of State, put all 


2 Chagrin and Uneaſineſs, which will be 


mightily encreaſed by the paſſing a Bill 
that may be to the Mortification of the 
meaneſt Perſons in the Proteſtant Cauſe. 


It is therefore no Time to do a thing; 


which will take off the Hands and Purſes o 
Half a Million of People, as Friends to 
the Houſe of Hanover? Half a Million of 
People, as Enemies to the Pretender. 


II this Bill paſſes, and the Pretender 


ſhould come upon our Coaft, I would fain 
know what could move a Diſſenter to lift 
an Hand, or employ a Shilling againſt Him? 


He has at preſent no Hopes of Preferment, 


and would by this Bill be under daily Ap- 
prehenſions of the Loſs of the Toleration, 
as to himſelf, as well as being wholly be- 
reit of it as to his Poſteritv. He would 
have certainly Promiſes from the Preten- 
der of Liberty of Conſcience, and he could 


but have thoſe Promiſes broken, as in this 


Caſe he would have it to fay they had 
been before, and muſt expect ſome Sweet- 


get 
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[ae] 
neſses at a new Change for ſtanding Neuter, 
or exerting himſelf for the Invader. Thus 


he would rather, according to his own In- 
tereſt, wiſh an Invader Succeſs than Diſ- 


appointment ; add to this, ſome Pleaſure 
in the revengeful Hope of ſeeing us who 
Had Perſecuted him, fall into the ſame 
Calamity. 9 Tre 


This, dear Sir, is all I have to trouble 
you with on this Occaſion ; and tho? you 
accuſed me of being caſt down with my 


Expulſion, you ſee I have not Dunn d you 


to move, that the other Pamphlets may be 
examined, as well as the Criſes and the 
Engliſhman. Give my Service to poor 


Tom and Ned. I muſt confeſs they were 
the laſt I forgave, but I have forgiven 
them too now. Iam thoroughly convinced, 


fince this Bill, that I was not worthy : For 
now you havetaken upon you Eccleſiaſtical 
Matters, and I ſhould not have known how 
to behave my ſelf among you as a Commu- 
nion of Saints. 


I doubt not, Sir, but your Voice and ex- 
cellent Talents will be employed againſt 
this pernicious Bill: To oppoſe it ſtrenu- 
ouſly, will be worthy that Reſolution and 
Modeſty for which you are ſo remarkably 


con- 
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12 hu 
3 
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inconſiderable Minority. : 


3 


conſpicuous; that Modeſty which cannot 
incline you to bear hard againſt Perſons or 
Things, when you happen to be with a 
Majority, and that Reſolution which 
prompts you to aſſert what you think Truth, 
tho? under the Diſadvantage of the moſt 


— 
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J am, S I R, 
Tour moſt Obedient, 
Obliged, Humble Servant, 


Richard Steele, 
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